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Mayor Tom Miller of Austin, Texas 


The President’s Remarks at the Unveiling of the 
Bust of the Former Mayor. May 6, 1967 


Mayor and Mrs. Palmer, Judge and Mrs. Thornberry, 


Dr. and Mrs. Barclay, members of the Tom Miller family - 


and friends of Tom Miller in Austin: 

I am so glad that you selected today as the occasion 
to unveil this bust of this good and great man. 

The first half of my life I did not know Tom Miller, 
although he knew my family and the people from my 
area, because the first place that they visited when they 
came to Austin in the old days in the covered wagons 
was Tom Miller’s Produce House. That is where they 
brought their goods to exchange for the money with which 
they would buy their provisions for the rest of the year. 

Tom Miller was a big man with a big sense of humor. 
I know of no better way to illustrate it than a com- 
ment he made to me one time when I was trying to see 
that Austin did at least a little of its part in connection 
with the joint operation between the city and the Federal 
Government. 

In his impatience, he said, “That’s the trouble with 
you hill country people. You spend more time selling your 
product than you do raising it.” 

He was commenting on my ability to try to trade with 
him. I never really made a good trade—speaking from 
my standpoint—with Tom Miller. The trades were al- 
ways shaded on behalf of the city. 

One of the things that endeared me to this man was 
not just his big heart and his big mind and his big body, 
but his understanding of human beings and his fellow 
man and his thoughtfulness in connection with them. 

I guess that he did more to make my mother happy 
in the years that she spent here than any other person. 
He never had even a businessman’s luncheon except that 
he would invite my mother. He wouldn’t send her a form 
letter; he would take the tickets out himself. He would 
tell her he had arranged for them at a certain place. 
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He would see that somebody met her when she got there 
and that she was taken care of during the meeting. 

The courtesy, respect, and thoughtfulness that he 
showed for my mother and my wife always gave him a 
great advantage with me. 


When I was in New Guinea during the war, Mayor 
Miller and Mrs. Johnson were trying to bring Bergstrom 
into existence. I heard him for the next 15 or 20 years talk 
about how much better a Congressman Mrs. Johnson 
was than the Congressman who preceded her! 

Tom Miller was a lover of all of the citizens of this 
town—the little babies and the older citizens. 

I remember what he did in the field of health. He 
caught me down in Virginia on one of my weekends of 
rest and urged me to go back to Washington immediately 
to send the Public Health polio experts to Austin, when 
Austin was threatened with a polio epidemic. 

He spent hours and days on the improvement of our 
hospitals, whether it was Breckenridge, or Seton, or 
St. David’s, or others, He was a man who constantly was 
interested in our schools. 

I remember back in the PWA days—in the thirties— 
how he was pleading constantly for hundreds and hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars for our grade schools and 
for our high schools. 

He was one of the first men who talked to me along 
with Beauford Jester, about the main building at the 
University of Texas, and all the other buildings that 
followed there, and then about the University taking over 
all the buildings that the Federal Government owned— 
if there ever was a surplus one—from the magnesium 
plants on. He loved the University. He worked to make it 
a leading university in the Nation. 

So health and education were not just his hobbies. 


They were his devoted concerns, He was a great believer 
in conservation. 


This lake in front of us is a tribute to him. All the lakes 
up the river are a tribute to his sacrifice. I remember the 
days and nights that we spent in Washington building the 
Austin Dam. I don’t think it would have been built except 
for Tom Miller, because there were many close questions 
involving it. 
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So in health, education, and conservation, he was a 
leader. 

I came here one time and we talked about improving 
our housing for poor people. If Austin ever had a friend 
of the poor, it was Tom Miller. He was rich, he worked 
with the rich, he traded with the rich, he associated with 
the rich—but he spent all day long working for the poor 
and until late at night. 

Many times we have ridden down East Austin at mid- 
night. He would tell me some of his plans, some of his 
programs, and some of his dreams. 

He was the champion of the Negro’s rights in this city 
when no other man would really take the leadership and 
speak up for them. I remember his bringing them into the 
Houston convention in 1928 and insisting that they be 
accorded privileges. I was a student at San Marcos at 
that time. 

I remember his insistence that we build some public 
housing for the Negroes and for the Latin Americans—a 
large project over here. He had me come down from 
Washington. And we recruited enough opposition in 24 
hours to fill the district courtroom here. 

We passed the resolution through the city council and 
I started back to Washington. I got to Texarkana, They 
stopped the train there and somebody came in and said, 
“The mayor is calling you, in an emergency.” 

He said, “They have reversed me, three to two. Turn 
around and come back.” So I got on the next train and 
came back. 

We advertised for anybody opposed to the public hous- 
ing to come to the district courtroom. I asked Ray Lee, 
then postmaster, to come up there and point out to me 
who these people were. 

Well, when we got there, we had a crowd about three 
times bigger than we have here this afternoon. It looked 
like everybody in town had turned out, and we listened to 
protests all evening long. 

About 10:30 or 11 o’clock, the mayor said, “Now is 
the time to explain this thing very briefly. I am going to 
introduce you. Then Mr. Perry is sitting over here on 
the right and Mr. Eilers is on the left. That will wind it 
up.” 
I said, “What is going to happen?” He said, “They are 
going to make the necessary motion.” He said, “They 
have all gotten it off their chests. We will go right back 
where we were.” 

After all the protests had been heard, Mr. Eilers got 
up and said, “We are going to build this project for all 
of our people. I am going to move that we proceed with 
it.” 

Mr. Edgar Perry foilowed him and seconded the 
motion. The mayor put the motion, and in rather typical 
Sam Rayburn style said: “All the ayes say aye, those that 
favor it. And those oppose it, no.” We never got to the 
noes. The ayes had it and the public housing projects 
were built here. 

So in the fields of conservation and housing, in the 
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fields of education and health, in the fields of all that con- 
cerned his people—this man gave all that he had. 

Someone said that they didn’t know which was bigger, 
the WPA grants that came into Austin or Tom Miller’s 
telephone bills to Washington. 

There were many, many days when he spent more 
than an hour talking to Washington. And then we spent 
many hours trying to carry out his requests. 

Some of them were carried out—as you will see as 
you drive about this town. 

It is a great pleasure for Mrs. Johnson and Luci and 
me to be here with his friends today to pay our tribute 
to his memory and to thank all you good people who 
were so loyal to him through the years, and who are so 
loyal to his memory. 

Note. The President spoke at 3:21 p.m. in the Municipal Audi- 


torium in Austin, Texas. The text of the remarks was released at 
Austin, Texas. 


Conference on Women in the War 
on Poverty 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception Honoring 
Women Leaders Attending the Conference. 
May 8, 1967 


Mr. Shriver, Mrs. Humphrey, Members of Congress, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

Those of you who have been listening to speeches all 
day, I know you would not wish me to detain you long. 

But I do want to share a few thoughts with you about 
the struggle that we have been waging with increasing 
intensity against poverty in this land that we all love. 

Long before there was an official Federal “war on 
poverty’—long before the New Deal, the Fair Deal, and 
the New Frontier, the women’s groups were fighting 
poverty in the neighborhoods and in the legislative halls. 
Many of the early victories in the struggle against poverty 
were won because the women cared enough to work, to 
plan, and to make their influence felt. The battles for 
compulsory education, the battles against child labor, are 
two that come most readily to my mind that the women 
carried on and the women won. 

Now you have organized a new program, using new 
methods and new resources. But this program—like all 
of those that have gone before—will succeed only if you 
make the same commitment that women have made over 
the generations past. That commitment is 

—to teach, 

—to heal, 

—to awaken the conscience of this great Nation. 

I would like to speak realistically this afternoon about 
the job that remains to be done—by all of us. 

We have heard a great deal of contrary talk about 
poverty during the past few weeks. 
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Some people say we are spending too much, or we 
are wasting too much, on a losing battle to help poor 
Americans. 

Others say that we are spending too little, that we 
backed away from our commitment to this war because 
of our commitment to the other war—in Vietnam. 

Both views are earnestly held. But both, unfortunately, 
I believe, are wide of the mark. 

To those who believe that we are backing off, I say, 
no—we are not backing off. We are staying for the long 
pull. 

Let the figures speak to you—not because they can tell 
the whole story, but because they represent a conscious 
and deliberate commitment of the American people over 
the past 6 years. 

The figures show that in this fiscal year, the amount of 
Federal funds going to help the poor in America—through 
all of our social programs—is a little over $22 billion. 

If Congress passes the 1968 budget that has been rec- 
ommended that it is now considering, this $22 billion will 
be increased to $25 billion 600 million, or plus $3 billion 
600 million. 

That is 21% times as much as this Government was 
spending in 1960. 

So it is clear to me, at least, that we are not backing off 
from our commitment to fight poverty. Nor will we—so 
long as I have anything to say about it. We are really 
just beginning. 

To those of you who believe we are spending too much, 
I want to address a very special word: 

You—and I—are both against crime in the streets. 

Weare against violence and delinquency. 

We are against the dulling effects of dependence on 
welfare that continues from generation to generation. 

We want our fellow men to be productive. We want 
them to be responsible citizens—not dropouts from our 
society. 

I would like to suggest that we cannot logically oppose 
the effects of poverty and the efforts to relieve them. We 
cannot abhor the disease and then fight the cure—not if 
we want this to be a healthy Nation. And poverty, I be- 
lieve, is curable. I have seen it cured. 

More than 30 years ago in my home State of Texas, 
when I was only 27 years old, I served as the adminis- 
trator for the National Youth Administration. That pro- 
gram was started by a great President with vision, Presi- 
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt. It was in many ways 
similar to the program that we have today in the Job 
Corps, in the Neighborhood Youth Corps, and Upward 
Bound. 

It was a depression version of the War on Poverty, and 
it was quite a success. In all, we had then some 33,000 
young Texans involved in the NYA program. Some 
learned trades. Some were provided part-time jobs so 
they could stay in school. Many got full-time jobs. 

You who are here this afternoon who are not familiar 
with those days may not know it, but the first beautifi- 
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cation expert in the Johnson family was me—not Lady 
Bird. The NYA youth in Texas, under a great Governor, 
Jimmy Allred, built more than 100 roadside parks that 
are still in existence today and are the pride of our State. 
They worked on hundreds of other projects that helped 
that State, but most of all helped themselves. 

So don’t think the NYA and the other programs didn’t 
have their critics—just as the War on Poverty has its 
today. But for all the criticisms, most of the programs 
went on—and more importantly, they helped millions of 
Americans to survive, and ultimately to prosper. 

I was on a Job Corps platform down in my State not 
long ago. I was speaking. As I looked down the list I saw 
a Governor that had been on NYA. I saw a Congressman 
that had been on NYA. I saw the chairman of the State 
Board of Regents who had been on NYA. So that is what 
happens. I see a Congressman today who was in the NYA 
over here. I am not going to look much more. It would 
take too much time from my speech. 

But today, when I go through that State, I meet the 
people who were helped by NYA more than 30 years 
ago. Most of them are now in their late forties or fifties. 
Most are responsible and productive citizens. They are 
doctors, businessmen, teachers, and skilled craftsmen. And 
it will be hard for their children to understand what 
poverty is like. That is one of the information gaps of 
our time; many of our middle-class Americans cannot 
grasp the elementary facts of life for the poor people of 
this country: 

—Many of us wake up in the morning to gentle music 
of a clock radio. A poor person in America may wake 
up because there is no heat or because a rat is running 
across his bed. 

That is no exaggeration. In one poor neighbor- 
hood 40 percent of the 4-year-old children identified 
a picture of a teddy-bear as the only animal they 
knew—a rat. 

—NMiddle-class Americans may complain about how 
hard it is to arrange a house call from a doctor. But 
a poor person in America may go without a doctor 
altogether—because there are few doctors’ offices 
located in our slums. The poor in America do not 
know what the phrase “family doctor” really means. 
They take their medicine—when they can—usually 
from the emergency room of a public hospital. And 
they do not see the same doctor twice. 

One doctor summed up the relation between ill- 
ness and poverty very clearly. He said “The poor 
get sicker. The sick get poorer.” 

—DMiddle-class Americans may settle most of their 
legal problems with ease. But when a poor person 
reports a violation of the housing code, he and his 
family may be evicted by the landlord. He cannot 
afford a lawyer to fight the eviction. 

Poverty means all of these things—not one by one, 

but all at once. Each compounds the other. 
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Poverty wears different masks in different places. We 
think of it as a city disease. But almost half of American 
poverty is found in our rural areas. We sometimes may 
think of it as a Negro affliction, but seven in ten poor 
people are white. Poverty afflicts the old man and it 
affects the young child. Poverty is found on an Indian 
reservation, in the hollows of West Virginia, in the 
migrant camps of Oregon, and here, in Washington, 
D.C., as well as throughout my State. 

These dimensions of poverty are not new. What is new 
is the all-out American effort to break their grip on mil- 
lions of our fellow-citizens. 

I believe under the very able, imaginative, and inspiring 
direction of Sargent Shriver we are making great progress. 

The tide of progress is clear. Let me share with you 
a letter from a mother in Peoria, Illinois: “You literally 
saved my boy’s life. Before he entered the Job Corps, 
he used to say that the only way he could ever have any- 
thing was to steal it. He could have ended up in prison— 
or worse. Now he has a job at the Caterpillar Tractor 
Company and makes $2.96 an hour, and he has a chance 
to advance as he becomes more experienced.” 

The only thing the Government gave this young man 
was the chance—the chance to help himself. If that is 
a giveaway program then I am for it. I am for more of 
them. 

The Job Corps will not eliminate poverty—or the 
effects of poverty—in the United States. Neither will the 
Neighborhood Youth Corps, nor a hundred retraining 
programs. Neither will the massive education programs 
that are now pumping over a billion dollars a year into 
education for the disadvantaged children; nor will the 
medical centers or the legal centers, the VISTA program, 
or Head Start. Urban renewal alone will not eliminate 
poverty, nor will the new model cities program. The 
Teacher Corps will not eliminate poverty, nor will an 
increase in social security. 

I wish I could say that all of these programs together— 
all $25 billion worth—would eliminate poverty and its 
effects in America during this decade. 

But they won't. 

For the war on poverty is not fought on any single, 
simple battlefield, and it will not be won in a generation. 
There are too many enemies: lack of jobs, bad housing, 
poor schools, lack of skills, discrimination—and each 
aspects of poverty relates to, and intensifies, the others. 
That is the vicious circle that you must break. 

We have spent well over $100 billion in the past 6 years 
in that effort. Those dollars have not brought us total 
victory. But they have brought partial victory. They have 
helped many millions of Americans take their first steps 
toward full and meaningful participation in this society. 

We can see that as we look out at the faces of young 
people from the Job Corps—many of them now wearing 
the uniform of their country. We can see it in the Head 
Start classroom—although we may not be able to measure 
its results for a generation. 
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We can see it as fully 20 percent of the young people 
from households in poverty are now going on to college, 
and break forever their own bondage to the vicious circle. 
We can see it in the hollows of Appalachia, where a job 
is again becoming a common occurrence, instead of a 
rarity. 

Perhaps most importantly we can see progress in the 
fact that bitterness is being rejected as the solution to 
poverty in the United States. The seeds of aspiration—of 
the will to succeed—have been planted in the slums and 
the ghettos and the hollows of America. 

As they grow, there grows with them a new and restless 
spirit that seeks a constructive change and seeks a voice 
and participation in our society. That spirit, I believe, 
is going to build for us a better America. Bitterness and 
strife and separatism will not and cannot build anything; 
those things just destroy. And that fact, I believe, is 
understood among all but a very small minority today. 

We may never live to see an America without poverty. 

But we may see an America: 

—where a lifetime of poverty is not the inevitable fate 

of a child born into it: 

—where there is a genuine opportunity for every child 

and young person to live in decency and security; 

—where the means of liberation and the understanding 

of how to use them are available to all of us. 

If we reach that America it will be because we did not 
grow tired. It will be because we gave Americans a chance 
to help themselves. 

That is in the finest and oldest American tradition: 
the same tradition that established the land grant colleges 
and public education, and the GI bill of rights; the same 
tradition that passed the Homestead act; the same tradi- 
tion that established the NYA more than 30 years ago. 

It is also the tradition out of which you have come. 

I was looking at some figures as I flew up on the plane 
today. I looked back a little over 3 years ago when I con- 
sidered my first budget. 

Then we were spending a little over $4 billion a year 
on educating our people. This year, we have more than 
12 billion in our budget for education. 

Three years ago we were spending about 4 billion a 
year on our health programs for all of our people. This 
year we are spending more than 12 billion. 

So on health and education we are spending about $24 
billion 800 million on those two subjects. 

Now, can you think of a better place in the world to 
spend your money than to invest it in the bodies and the 
minds of our children? 

You have given hope to so many of us. We think better 
lives are going to be the result. 

We thank you for coming here to this meeting. We 
enlist your approval. We ask for your assistance. We urge 
your support. 

May you never grow weary of the blessed work that you 
do. In the years to come, you can look back on this meet- 








720 


ing here in Washington today and say, “I was one. We 
came, we saw, and we conquered.” 

At least we are going to try. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE. The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


National Maritime Day, 1967 


Proclamation 3782. May 9, 1967 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Throughout American history, the Merchant Marine 
has been indispensable to our security and prosperity. 

Today, our merchant fleet binds us in peaceful com- 
merce with the increasingly interdependent nations of 
the world. 

In this decade alone, our imports and exports have risen 
nearly 60 percent—from less than $35 billion in 1960 to 
nearly $55 billion in 1966. 

Merchant ships carry the essentials of life to millions in 
need. They transport military supplies and equipment to 
our forces abroad. Of all our supplies being sent to Viet- 
nam today, 98 percent are carried by ship. 

To remind Americans of the important role which the 
merchant marine plays in our national life, the Congress 
in 1933 designated the anniversary of the first transatlantic 
voyage by a steamship, the SS Savannah, on May 22, 
1819, as National Maritime Day, and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation annually in observance of 
that day. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. JoHnson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby urge the 
people of the United States to honor our American Mer- 
chant Marine on Monday, May 22, 1967, by displaying 
the flag of the United States at their homes and other 
suitable places, and I request that all ships sailing under 
the American flag dress ship on that day in tribute to the 
American Merchant Marine. 

In Witness WHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. ; 

Dong at the City of Washington this ninth day of May 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-first. 


[SEAL] 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
By the President: 
Dean Rusk 

Secretary of State 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 2:45 p.m., 
. May 10, 1967] 
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Small Business Week, 1967 


Proclamation 3783. May 9, 1967 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Fully 95 percent of the businesses serving the needs of 
the American people are small and privately owned. More 
than a third of the Nation’s total goods and services are 
supplied by small businesses. 

Small businesses perform a service to the Nation beyond 
the supplying of goods. Operating in an open, competi- 
tive market, they stimulate the new ideas that create 
progress. They provide community leadership to aid eco- 
nomic development. They offer a wide and challenging 
variety of job opportunities to our people. 

To encourage the growth of new small businesses, the 
Small Business Administration has in the past three years 
granted 830 loans, totalling over $131 million, to local 
development companies. These loans have resulted in the 
creation of 28,800 new jobs, and added nearly $1.2 billion 
to our economy. During the last three years there has been 
a net increase of 200,000 in the number of small business 
establishments in our Nation. 

We recognize and applaud the contributions made by 
our 4.8 million small businesses. We must insure that they 
will continue to hold a vital place in our society. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Lynpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning May 21, 1967, as Small Business Week, 
and I urge industrial and commercial organizations, 
chambers of commerce, boards of trade, and other public 
and private organizations to participate in ceremonies rec- 
ognizing the significant contributions, past and present, 
of small business to our land, our culture, and our ideals. 

In Witness WuHeErREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this ninth day of May 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-first. 


[SEAL] 


Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
By the President: 
Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 2:45 p.m. 
May 10, 1967] 
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VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT YEN OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Remarks of President Johnson and Vice President Y en at the Welcoming 
Ceremony. May 9, 1967 


PRESENT JoHNSON. Mr. Vice President, Mrs. Yen, honored members 
of the Chinese Government, distinguished guests: 


We welcome you today, Mr. Vice President, as a leader of a very 
gallant and resourceful nation. 


We always value our exchanges with your Government. We welcome 
this new opportunity to benefit from your views on world affairs, especially 
on the developments in East Asia. 

The example of the Republic of China encourages and inspires us all. 

We all know how you have staunchly maintained your independence 
far out on the frontier of aggression. Less well known is how constantly 
and vigorously your people have worked to achieve that economic level 
which alone can make long-run freedom a reality. 

Once the economic outlook for Free China was very dim. But your 
people were determined to apply their wisdom and their skill, and 
the United States was prepared to offer assistance. 

Today an admiring world witnesses these results: 

—Since 1952, your per capita gross national product has doubled. 

—Since 1960, your exports have tripled. 

—Today, you have one of the highest standards of living in all 
Asia. 

History will surely note, Mr. Vice President, your impressive personal 
role in these achievements and your nation’s role in helping the family of 
nations upward to new dignity and to new hope. 

You have given vital substance to one of your oldest and wisest 
proverbs: 

“Give a man a fish, and he will eat a meal. But teach him how to 
fish, and he will eat forever.” 

That philosophy, that wisdom, and that compassion have made the 
Republic of China a model for many lands. Your people have taught 
men of different cultures many valuable lessons—particularly in those 
regions where there is yet no winner in the grim race between population 
growth and food supply. 

They can look to Free China for evidence that this race can be won 
for humanity. In the past 10 years, your population growth rate has 
dropped from 3.5 percent to 2.7 percent, while your food production 
has increased by almost 6 percent. 

Mr. Vice President, your successes have been many and have been 
great, and it has been our privilege to share some of them. But our sense 
of common achievement was greatest when, in 1965, I was able to tell 
the Congress that Free China no longer needed American economic 
assistance. 
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The Republic of China, strong itself, is now able to contribute to 
the development of other countries. Through your Project Vanguard, 
some 500 agricultural technicians are assisting 23 nations in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. Another 100 technicians are helping South Vietnam 
with its agricultural, electrical power, and medical problems. You are 
also doing your part in the Asian Development Bank which promises 
so much for all the people of Asia. 


Mrs. Johnson and I shall never forget the delightful visit we had 
to your country 6 years ago. We are delighted that you could come here 
and be with us today. 


Your great philosopher said what is in our hearts when he asked, 
“Ts it not delightful to have a friend come from a far place?” 


So, Mr. Vice President and Mrs. Yen, we take great pride and 
pleasure in welcoming you to our land. We hope that your visit here will 
be one that you will enjoy and remember. 

Vict PresiweENT YEN. Mr. President, Mrs. Johnson: 


First of all, allow me to express my appreciation for the honor that 
you, Mr. President, have done me, in inviting me to visit your great 
country. I again thank you for all the complimentary remarks you have 
made on me and also on my country, the Republic of China. 

My wife and I are deeply grateful to you, Mr. President, and to 
Mrs. Johnson, and to all those who are here today. 


I have brought with me the very warm greetings of President and 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek and of the people of the Republic of China 
to you, Mr. President, to Mrs. Johnson, and to all the people of the 
United States of America. 

The people of my country still cherish with very endearing remem- 
brances the visit which you, Mr. President and Mrs. Johnson, made to 
my country in 1961. 


It was during the course of your visit that your country and my 
country reaffirmed their common determination to fight for and to ex- 
tend the frontiers of freedom and democracy in Asia. 


Ever since that time, while the dark forces of communism have been 
stemmed in some parts of Asia, it was this great country of the United 
States of America which has chosen to honor its commitments by respond- 
ing very resolutely and very heroically against aggression and for the 
preservation of peace and freedom in my part of the world. 

As an ally and a free nation, the Republic of China is proud to 
pledge its support to the noble cause which the United States is upholding. 

The traditional ties of friendship between your country and mine 
have had a very long standing and have withheld many trying times and 
many trying events. 

The present visit of mine to your country, I hope, will afford me 
the opportunity of learning from the wisdom of your thinking, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and also of discussing with you many problems of common interest 
with particular reference to those problems which are now existing in 
Asia. 

I also am looking forward to the opportunity of meeting with many 
leaders in your administration, with Members of your Congress, and 
with citizens of your country in many walks of life. 
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I am sure this visit of mine will further cement the very strong ties 
which have already existed between our two countries and will also 
serve to enhance our mutual understanding and strengthen our friendship. 

Again, Mr. President, I take this opportunity to thank you for your 
kindness and for the honor that you have bestowed upon me. 

Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 p.m. on the South Lawn at the White House, 
where Vice President C. K. Yen was given a formal welcome with full military 
honors. Vice President Yen also serves as Prime Minister of the Republic of China. 





Visit of Vice President Yen 
of the Republic of China 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Johnson and 
Vice President Yen. May 9, 1967 


PRESIDENT JOHNSON. Your Excellency the Vice Presi- 
dent of the Republic of China and Mrs. Yen, members of 
the Cabinet, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


There is an old American proverb that says, “An 
hour’s intelligent conversation is worth a thousand 
memos.” 


This morning I have had the privilege of such a con- 
versation with a wise and devoted friend of the United 
States, Vice President C. K. Yen of the Republic of 
China. 

Mr. Vice President, we are delighted that you and Mrs. 
Yen could be with us, both for personal reasons and be- 
cause your presence is symbolic of a long and cherished 
bond between our two peoples. 

When China sought a leader for its first diplomatic 
mission to the West a hundred years ago, it chose Anson 
Burlingame, the first American Minister to reside in 
China’s capital, as its trustee. Our relationship has grown 
more intimate, more meaningful, over the intervening 
century. 


Our countries are joined by a treaty of mutual defense. 
But our alliance goes far deeper. It is an alliance that 
has been tested in times of war. It has been tempered by 
our struggle against forces that would have destroyed 
both of us. 


We were loyal to that alliance then. We are loyal to 
it today. 
Weare firmly committed to the defense of Taiwan, and 


to upholding your rights as a member of the United 
Nations. 


Mr. Vice President, we in America admire what you 
have done to bring economic prosperity to Taiwan. We 
are proud to have worked with you. 


—Taiwan’s land reform program is outstanding in 
Asia—a model for countries around the world. 


—In the past 15 years you have doubled your per capita 
gross national product so that your people now enjoy 
one of the highest standards of living in all Asia. 


But the Republic of China has gone far beyond any 
selfish concern with its own fortunes—you have helped 
other countries to help themselves. 

As valiant soldiers in the war against hunger and 
want—the war on which the future of civilization de- 
pends—farmers and technicians from Taiwan have 
traveled to other countries, other continents, to offer help, 
knowledge, and technical ability to less fortunate peoples. 

Mr. Vice President, I have witnessed some of these 
miracles with my own eyes. I hope that your visit here 
will further encourage your people—and will give us the 
opportunity to, in part, try to repay the warm hospitality 
which Mrs. Johnson and I enjoyed in our visit to your 
country 6 years ago. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I should like to ask you to 
please join me in a toast to the President of the Republic 
of China, and to lasting friendship between the Chinese 
and the American peoples. 


Vice PresiweNtT YEN: Mr. President and Mrs. John- 
son, Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: 


My wife and I feel overwhelmed by the kind comments 
that have been made by President Johnson. I think it is 
an honor which has been done not only to my wife and 
myself but also to my country as a whole. 

The traditional friendly relations between the United 
States of America and my country have been long-lasting 
and, as the President has already indicated, such friend- 
ship will go on and on forever and forever in the common 
cause of peace and of righteousness in this world. 

When Mr. Burlingame came to my country about 100 
years ago, both the United States and my country were 
already partners in the international scene. It might be 
interesting that at one time or another Americans have 
been representing my country on many occasions. 

Subsequently many events happened in the world and 
those events have testified to the unfailing friendship and 
strong ties between the two countries. 

I think those ties have already undergone such trying 
events and such trying times that we are sure in the future 
these ties will be even stronger. 
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But we have to be conscious of the changing world 
as it is and as it will be. We know that probably in the 
future more challenges will be posed against the free- 
dom-loving countries, especially the United States of 
America and the Republic of China. 

We know that only international cooperation can with- 
stand all these challenges, but I believe the wisdom of 
the American people and the wisdom of President John- 
son, together with all the conscientious efforts made on 
the part of my country will combine to turn the tide of 
world events so that eventually righteousness, peace, 
freedom, democracy, and human dignity will win. 


I have just been talking to Mrs. Johnson about the 
great antipoverty program that the President is now spon- 
soring. I consider this not only a program of the United 
States; I consider that as a program for the whole world 
in which the United States will play a leading role and, 
in that role, my country will very fervently join. 


Ladies and gentlemen, may I ask you to join with me 
in a toast to the continued health of our host and hostess, 
the President of the United States and Mrs. Johnson. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House, at a luncheon honoring Vice President Yen. 


As printed above, this item follows the text released by the 
White House. 


Drug Reaction Monitoring System 


Statement by the President Upon Authorizing an 
Agreement With the World Health Organization 
for a Worldwide System. May 9, 1967 


President Johnson today authorized an agreement with 
the World Health Organization to establish on a pilot 
basis an international system to monitor and report ad- 
verse drug reactions. 


Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare John W. 
Gardner was delegated authority to implement the proj- 
ect under the provisions of the International Health 
Research Act of 1960. 

“A worldwide early warning system for drugs will be 
a vital health protection measure for people everywhere,” 
the President said. “Increasingly powerful and sophisti- 
cated drugs emerge from laboratories as boons to the 
struggle against man’s bodily afflictions. In actual use, 
however, some drugs have had unexpected and tragic 
consequences before medical communities could become 
aware of unpredictable side effects. This worldwide early 
warning system is a big step forward in protecting all 
people from these unforeseen hazards. We are glad to 
make this grant to assist in its establishment.” 

The worldwide monitoring center for adverse drug 
reactions will parallel the program established by the 
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Food and Drug Administration to provide such a warn- 
ing system in the United States. A significant venture in 
international cooperation, the center will be similar in 
kind to other WHO-designated centers for the inter- 
national coordination of efforts to control such diseases 
as shigella, rickettsia, and influenza. 

Computer facilities of the FDA would be utilized in 
the international system. Data from national drug re- 
action reporting centers would feed into the central com- 
puter facility. Hazardous drug reactions detected in any 
reporting nation could then be disseminated throughout 
the world. 

The President authorized Secretary Gardner to grant 
to the World Health Organization the funds necessary to 
launch the pilot project. The estimated cost for the first 
year of operation is $180,000. In addition, the FDA 
will provide computer services and office facilities in 
Washington, D.C. 

Worldwide interest in the development of an inter- 
national drug reaction reporting system was stimulated 
by the thalidomide tragedy in Europe, where thousands 
of deformed babies were born before the cause was 
attributed to the use of the sedative drug by women during 
pregnancy. 
note. For the President’s letter to Secretary of Health, Education, 


and Welfare John W. Gardner delegating authority in connection 
with the monitoring system, see the following item. 


Drug Reaction Monitoring System 


The President’s Letter to the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare Delegating Authority 
in Connection With the System. May 9, 1967 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Pursuant to the authority vested in the President by 
section 5(f) of the International Health Research Act 
of 1960 (PL 86-610) and as President of the United 
States, I authorize you to perform the functions vested 
in the President under the provisions of sections 5 (b) 
and (c) of that Act, as may be required to provide assist- 
ance by the United States in the World Health Organiza- 
tion International System to Monitor and Report Adverse 
Reactions to Drugs. 


These delegated functions will be administered by the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare within 
the limits of foreign policy as prescribed by the Secretary 
of State. 

I am pleased that the grant made possible by this 
delegation of authority will enable the World Health 
Organization to develop a worldwide early warning sys- 
tem for drugs, similar to the system now in development 
in the Food and Drug Administration. The World Health 
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Organization’s international drug reactions monitoring 
system will help prevent widespread tragedy of the sort 
which resulted from the use of thalidomide. 
Sincerely, 
Lynpvon B. JoHNSON 
[Honorable John W. Gardner, Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, Washington, D.C.] 


nore. For a statement by the President upon authorizing the agree- 
ment with WHO for development of the system, see the preceding 
item. 


Democratic Congressional Dinner 


The President’s Remarks at the Fundraising Dinner. 
May 9, 1967 


Mr. Vice President and Mrs. Humphrey, Mr. Speaker 
and Mrs. McCormack, Senator Mansfield and Mrs. 
Mansfield, Senator Long, Senator Byrd and their ladies, 
Senator Muskie, Congressman Albert, Congressman 
Boggs, my dear friend—thanks for your introduction— 
Congressman Kirwan, Mr. Minow, Mayor Daley, Rev- 
erend Clergy, Chairmen Bailey and Price, my fellow 
Democrats: 


I am glad to see so many unarmed Democrats in one 
meeting tonight. 

There may even be a couple of Republicans here. I 
notice you are charging Republican prices. 

But there couldn’t be many more than a couple, 
because I see so many familiar Democratic faces—all of 
them members of our quiet, orderly, completely unified 
Democratic Party. 

As the Duke of Wellington once said, “If you can 
believe that, you can believe anything.” 

But if the description seems incredible—there’s that 
word again—the pleasure of this evening is self-evident. 
We Democrats like to be together, and we like to fight. 
We always start by fighting each other. That gets us 
ready—it says here—to take on the other party. 

Judging by the results over the past 35 years, I think 
that you will have to conclude that that is a pretty good 
system—though it can be a little strenuous at times. 

I don’t intend to get too serious in an after-dinner 
atmosphere. “Larry O’Brien’s Law” states that the more 
expensive the meal, the less expansive the speakers. 

But I think it is vital—at a time when many are harping 
on the alleged disunity of our party—to reemphasize some 
of the things we have in common as Democrats. 

We have been for half a century the guardians of the 
American dream. 


It has been our proud task to take a set of aspirations 
and then, in a long, hard campaign, bring them home to 


reality. 
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There were those who talked about “industrial democ- 
racy’—but we Democrats passed the minimum wage 
amendments that gave, last year, increases to 31 million 
workers, brought more than 8 million others under the 
protection of that law for the first time, and will add 
another million this year. 

There were those who talked about equality—but we 
Democrats passed the Civil Rights Act and the Voting 
Rights Act which gave legal substance to the ideal of 
brotherhood. 

There were those who talked about medical care for 
the aged—but we Democrats passed Medicare and 23 
more health measures in the 89th Congress, and now a 
generation of elderly Americans have been liberated from 
the threat of being pauperized by disease. 

There were those who talked about education—but we 
Democrats passed the greatest series of educational meas- 
ures in the history of this Republic—18 of them in the 
last 3 years. 

These are the generalizations, but to you and to me, 
they are more, much more—for we have seen the impact 
of these changes on our individual Americans. 

We have seen the great abstractions—education, health, 
and conservation—begin to come true. We have seen them 
translated into happier lives. That is what makes all the 
late sessions, all the long, irritating hearings, and all the 
talks and the arguments worth the time that we spend. 
That is what justifies the life of a legislator—the life of 
an executive—the life of a man who is proud to call 
himself a Democrat. 

But our job has only just begun. 


The 89th Congress put a great many far-reaching laws 
on the statute books. But they remain only documents— 
unless we provide the means to carry them out. 


The 89th Congress wrote a great education program 
for the children who need education the most. But unless 
we turn back the wreckers who want to dismantle it this 
year, hundreds of thousands of those children will never 
be helped by that law. 


The 89th Congress wrote a model cities program that 
can give urban America—small towns and great cities— 
the means to change blight into beauty. But, unless we 
give it the muscle of appropriations, it will remain only 
the skeleton of an idea that might have worked. 


In health, in the war against poverty, in the campaign 
to make our country more beautiful, the 89th Congress 
worked wonders of legislation. It is up to this Congress to 
turn those legislative wonders into living works for all the 
people of this land. 

There is creative work to be done by the 90th Congress, 
as well as laws to be written, laws that will 


—give us stronger tools to control air pollution, 
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—make our streets safer, and our criminal justice 
system fairer and more effective, 

—provide greater economic security for millions of 
older Americans, 


—and strengthen our efforts to secure the rights of all 
Americans. 


These proposals represent my notion of what is needed 
now—if we are to meet the needs of the people of America 
now. I welcome your ideas—I welcome your innovations 
and your responses to those needs. Many of the greatest 
achievements of the 89th Congress were not written at 
the western end of Pennsylvania Avenue. The same can 
and should be true of the 90th Congress. 

I genuinely believe that our success next year as a party 
will depend on how wise we were in these 2 years—how 
true we were to the ideals of Jefferson and Jackson, of 
Roosevelt and Truman and John F. Kennedy. 

That will demand of us, at home and abroad, the will— 
yes, the character—to persevere when the going gets tough. 

It will take character to stand by programs that have 
only just begun to change people’s lives for the better. 

It will take character to stand for both individual rights 
and individual responsibility in the long city summers. 

It will take character to stand for freedom against 
naked aggression, and when some say it is really none of 
our business to resist it. 

We became an independent nation because enough of 
our people possessed that kind of character. We fought a 
war against American slavery and we fought another to 
destroy Nazi slavery, because Americans had that char- 
acter. It built a nation once, and saved it later when 
depression threatened to tear down what that great Ameri- 
can character had built. 

I do not believe that affluence has dulled it, nor that 
long struggles have sapped it. 

I believe there is enough of it left in this room tonight, 
and in the men and women that you represent, to take 
us proudly and bravely through whatever our country 
needs to face in the years that face us. And I believe it 
will win and retain the overwhelming mandate of all the 
good people of this Nation, if we will only serve by giving 
the greatest good to the greatest number. 

My fellow Democrats, throughout our history you have 
been the party of the people. And in the year 1968, as 
we come around the turn, the party with leadership of 
men like Bailey and Daley and women like Price, we will 
come home for the victory that the people deserve. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:57 p.m. in the International 
Ballroom at the Washington-Hilton Hotel in Washington. 
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International Center for Advanced 
Study in the Health Sciences 


Statement by the President Upon Requesting an 
Amendment to the 1968 Budget To Finance 
Studies and Plans for the 

Center. May 10, 1967 


In my Message to Congress in February on Health and 
Education, I announced my intention to seek funds to 
establish, at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Md., an International Center for Advanced Study in the 
Health Sciences. 

Today I am submitting to Congress an amendment to 
the 1968 budget, requesting $500,000 to finance archi- 
tectural studies and plans for the Center’s facilities. The 
facility will cost an estimated $4 to $5 million. 

The basic objective of the Center will be to advance 
medical research and knowledge worldwide. When fully 
operative, the Center will enable 30 distinguished scholars 
at a time to spend periods of 1 to 2 years of work at the 
Institutes concentrating on important areas of progress 
in health. 

In addition to a continuing program of international 
conferences and seminars, two special fellowship programs 
would operate through the Center: (1) professorships 
supporting the international exchange of outstanding 
teachers and health scientists; (2) grants supporting the 
training of promising foreign scientists in U.S. laboratories, 
health agencies, and universities. 

By the 1970's, the full program of the Center, including 
scholarships, stipends, and travel awards, will cost an 
estimated $12 million annually—including $1.2 million 
now spent each year for exchange programs of the 
Institutes. 


Note: For the President’s letter to the Speaker of the House 
requesting the budget amendment, see the following item. 


International Center for Advanced 
Study in the Health Sciences 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House 
Transmitting Amendment to 1968 Budget To 
Finance Plans for the Center. May 10, 1967 


Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consid- 
eration of the Congress an amendment to the request for 
appropriations transmitted in the budget for the fiscal year 
1968 in the amount of $500,000 for the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 
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The details of this proposal, the necessity therefor, and 
the reasons for its submission at this time are set forth in 
the attached letter from the Director of the Bureau of the 
Budget, with whose comments and observations thereon 
I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 
LyNnvon B. JoHNSON 


[The Speaker of the House of Representatives] 


note: For the President’s statement upon requesting the amend- 
ment, see the preceding item. The letter from the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget to which the President referred was not 
included in the release. 


Trust ‘Territory of the Pacific Islands 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Increasing the Authorization of Funds for 
Government of the Trust Territory. 


May 10, 1967 


I have today signed S. 303, amending the law author- 
izing funds for the government of the Trust Territory of 
the Pacific Islands. 

Present law authorizes the appropriation of $17,500,000 
annually. S. 303 increases that authorization, for fiscal 
1967, to $25,000,000. For fiscal 1968 and 1969, it raises 
the figure to $35,000,000—double today’s amount. 

The United States has an obligation, under the terms 
of our Trusteeship Agreement with the United Nations, 
to promote the educational, social, political, and economic 
development of the Trust Territory—where 90,000 peo- 
ple inhabit 2,000 islands scattered over more than 3 mil- 
lion square miles of the Western Pacific. 

We have made an appreciable start toward meeting 
that obligation—though a great deal remains to be done 
to raise living standards in the islands. 

From my visit to American Samoa in October of last 
year, and from conversations with leaders of the Trust 
Territory in Guam last March, I know of the urgency 
that attends this responsibility. I am happy to sign into 
law a measure that recognizes that urgency and allows us 
to respond to it meaningfully. 

I have already asked that the Congress appropriate 
additional funds, both this year and next, so that among 
other projects we can build schools, hospitals, roads, air- 
fields, and communication facilities, hire teachers and 
doctors and nurses, and provide for the economic develop- 
ment of the area. We are working to help the people of 
the islands become self reliant, and ultimately joined in a 
full relationship with other nations bordering the Pacific. 

Another beneficial feature of the bill I am signing today 
is the recognition it gives to the presence of our Peace 
Corps volunteers in this area. They are serving at the 
request of the people of the Trust Territory in education, 
health, public works, and community development work. 
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They represent a vital expression of America’s interest in 
the islands. 


NOTE: As enacted, S. 303 is Public Law 90-16. 


Mother’s Day, 1967 


Proclamation 3784. May 10, 1967 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


With each passing generation, the words of the poet— 
“Children are what the mothers are”—take on greater 
meaning. We become ever more aware that the quality 
of our society depends in large measure upon the training 
our children receive in the early years of their lives. 

The American mother has borne the major responsi- 
bility for that early training. 

The fortitude to brave the frontier, the courage to bear 
our flag in battle, the compassion to help the needy and 
the weak at home and in distant lands—all these have 
come to our people through traits of character instilled 
by our mothers. 

It is fitting that we should set aside one day each year 
to pay tribute to our mothers—to thank God for their 
loving devotion, their moral teaching, and their steadfast- 
ness in all the weathers of our souls. 

To this end, the Congress more than fifty years ago 
designated the second Sunday in May of each year as 
Mother’s Day and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation calling for its observance. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. Jonnson, President 
of the United States of America, pursuant to the joint 
resolution of May 8, 1914, do hereby request that Sunday, 
May 14, 1967, be observed as Mother’s Day; and I direct 
the appropriate officials of the Government to display the 
flag of the United States on all Government buildings on 
that day. 

I call upon all Americans on that day to pay special 
tribute to mothers—to our own mothers and to the moth- 
ers of our children—through the display of the flag at 
their homes or other suitable places, through prayers, and 
through other acts of love and devotion. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this tenth day of May 

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
[SEAL] sixty-seven, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-first. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
By the President: 
Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 10:57 am., 
May 12, 1967] 
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VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT YEN OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Joint Statement Following Talks Between President Johnson and 
Vice President Yen. May 10, 1967 


His Excellency Yen Chia-kan, Vice President and Prime Minister 
of the Republic of China, has concluded a two-day visit to Washington 
at the invitation of President Johnson. Vice President Yen met with 
President Johnson to discuss matters of common concern on May 9. Also 
present were Ambassador Chow Shu-kai, Minister of Economic Affairs 
Li Kwoh-ting, Ambassador to the United Nations Liu Chich, Vice Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Samson C. Shen, Secretary of State Dean Rusk, 
Ambassador to China Walter P. McConaughy, and Assistant Secretary 
of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs William P. Bundy. Director of 
the Information Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Lai Chia-chiu 
was present as recorder for the Chinese side. 

The President welcomed the opportunity to reaffirm to the Vice 
President the solemn commitment of the United States as provided for 
in the Mutual Defense Treaty of 1954. Vice President Yen noted that 
the Chinese Communists pose a continuing threat, and the President 
reassured the Vice President that the United States intends to continue 
to furnish military aid to the Republic of China in accordance with the 
provisions of the Military Assistance Agreement of 1951. 

The President and Vice President reviewed the international situa- 
tion, with particular reference to the current situation in East Asia. They 
exchanged information and views on conditions on the Chinese mainland 
resulting from the Cultural Revolution. They agreed that the struggle 
for power is far from over and that developments on the Chinese main- 
land are closely related to the peace and security of Asia. They further 
agreed to consult on future developments on the Chinese mainland. 

The President and the Vice President reviewed the Free World effort 
to halt Communist aggression against the Republic of Vietnam. Presi- 
dent Johnson and Vice President Yen agreed that unless the aggression 
is stopped, peace and security cannot prevail in Asia and the Pacific 
region. The President expressed his gratification with the Republic of 
China’s contributions to the development of Vietnam’s economy, noting 
especially the work of Chinese technicians in assisting the Republic of 
Vietnam to increase her food production. The Vice President expressed 
the strong support of the Republic of China for the United States policy 
in Vietnam and the hope that the Republic of China would find it 
possible further to strengthen her economic and technical cooperation 
with the Republic of Vietnam. 


It was agreed that periodic consultations between the United States 
and the Republic of China on problems of common concern in East Asia 
had been fruitful and should be continued. 

The President and the Vice President discussed the question of 
Chinese representation in the United Nations. They noted the favorable 
outcome of the 21st General Assembly when efforts to expel the Republic 
of China from the United Nations and seat the Chinese Communists 
were decisively defeated. The President reaffirmed that the United States 
firmly supports the Republic of China’s seat in the United Nations. The 
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President and the Vice President agreed that their Governments would 
continue to consult closely on the best means for achieving their common 
objectives in the United Nations. 

The President expressed admiration for the continuing progress 
made by the Republic of China in developing Taiwan’s economy since 
the conclusion of the U.S. economic aid program in 1965. He also noted 
the sharp contrast between economic conditions in Taiwan and on the 
Chinese mainland. 

The President congratulated Vice President Yen on the remarkable 
success of the Republic of China’s technical cooperation programs in 
friendly countries, particularly in the field of agriculture, and noted that 
the Republic of China is making a most significant contribution to the 
collective War on Hunger. 

In the course of their conversation President Johnson and Vice Presi- 
dent Yen also reviewed programs intended to develop cooperation among 
Asian nations. The President and Vice President noted the potentialities 
of the Asian and Pacific Council and the Aisan Development Bank to 
promote peace and prosperity in Asia and the Pacific region. 

Vice President Yen spoke of the need to strengthen science and 
technology in the Republic of China as a vital force in national and 
regional development. He welcomed the President’s offer to have his 
Science Adviser, Dr. Hornig, lead a team of experts to Taiwan to survey 
scientific and technological assets and needs in the Republic of China. 
Dr. Hornig will also advise on ways by which more career opportunities 
might be provided in Taiwan for Chinese scientists now teaching and 
working outside China. 

President Johnson and Vice President Yen reaffirmed the strong ties 
between the United States and the Republic of China founded on the 
historic friendship between the Chinese and American peoples. 





The achievements reported here reflect not only our 
progress in space flight, but also new steps taken toward 
the real objective of all our efforts in space—the appli- 
cation of new knowledge to bettering the lives of all people. 
Already, we see dramatic examples of success in the 
satellites which have improved our weather forecasts and 
navigation, and which are extending radio and television 
communication to the farthermost regions of the earth. 


National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the 15th Semiannual Report. May 11, 1967 


To the Congress of the United States: 





I am pleased to submit to the Congress this report of 
continued progress in the Nation’s space program. 

The report covers the months January to June, 1966. 
Since then, the risk to human life and the formidable 
technical difficulties that must accompany the exploration 
of space were vividly brought home to every American 
by the tragic fire which cost the lives of three of our brave 
astronauts. 

The way to the stars was never thought to be easy. 
But the goal we seek promises such great benefits to man- 
kind that we must press on. We must surmount difficulty 
and lessen danger so we can continue in the steady pursuit 
of this historic mission. 


We are determined that space be kept free from the 
weapons of war. Just recently the Senate ratified the 
Treaty on Outer Space. This historic action dramatizes 
our continuing efforts to cooperate with other nations in 
conducting experiments, sharing data, and developing 
controls to assure that the space efforts of every nation 
will serve the cause, not of war, but of peace and pros- 
perity for all mankind. The Senate’s action, taken without 
a dissenting vote, enables me to reaffirm as President what 
I said as a Senator to the United Nations in 1958: 


“On the goal of dedicating outer space to peaceful 
purposes for the benefit of all mankind, there are no 
differences within our government, between our 
parties or among our people.” 
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The United States space program, as reflected in this 
report, continues to exemplify our Nation’s conviction 
that the road to peace, progress, and abundance is through 
continued cooperation among all nations. 

I commend this report to your attention. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
May 11, 1967 
NOTE: The message was printed as a part of the report entitled 
“Fifteenth Semiannual Report to Congress, January 1—June 30, 


1966 (243 pp. Government Printing Office). It was not made public 
in the form of a White House press release. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. Appointments requiring Senate ap- 
proval are not included since they appear in the list of 
nominations submitted to the Senate below. 


May 9 
The President met with Senator Edward Brooke and 


seven deaf students from Clarke School for the Deaf of 
Northampton, Mass. 

Their Majesties King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen 
Sirikit of Thailand have accepted President Johnson’s 
invitation to visit Washington on June 27 and 28. 


May 10 


Ambassadors Terence Nsanze of Burundi, Maxime- 
Leopold Zollner of Dahomey, and Ahmed Osman of 
Morocco presented their credentials to the President in 
the Fish Room at the White House. Ambassador Veljko 
Micunovic of Yugoslavia made a farewell call on the 
President before returning to his country. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


-The President met with the Business Leadership 
Advisory Council for the Office of Economic Opportunity, 


May I1 


Senator Spessard Holland and Representative James 
Haley and a delegation representing the Hernando de 
Soto Historical Society of Bradenton, Fla., called on the 
President at the White House, prior to the Society’s 
goodwill pilgrimage to Spain. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Thomas 
J. Kenney as U.S. Attorney for the District of Maryland 
(Baltimore), to be effective June 1. 

President Johnson spoke in a conference telephone call 
with Governors of the 50 States, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands, in commemoration of the installation of 
the 100 millionth telephone in the United States. The 
gold telephone was presented to the President. 

The American Helicopter Society presented the Presi- 
dent with an award for the “world’s leading helicopter- 
using family.” 

The President is appointing William Leonhart to suc- 
ceed Robert W. Komer as Special Assistant to the 
President for Vietnam civil programs. 


May 12 


The President met with Under Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Joseph Barr, AID Administrator William Gaud, 
Assistant Secretary of State Joseph Palmer, and other 
Government officials, together with a number of Mem- 
bers of Congress. They reported on their recent trip to 
consult with officials of the African Development Bank 
and discussed U.S. participation in African development. 

A special medallion commemorating the 40th anniver- 
sary of Charles Lindbergh’s flight to Paris was presented 
to the President by representatives from the aircraft 
industry. 

A United States delegation to the coronation ceremony 
of Tonga on July 4 has been named by the President. 
Governor John A. Burns of Hawaii will head the 
delegation. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted May 8, 1967 


EUGENE M. Becker, of New York, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Army, vice W. 
Brewster Kopp. 


Submitted May 11, 1967 


WILFrD E. JOHNSON, of Washington, to be a 
member of the Atomic Energy Commission 
for a term of 5 years expiring June 30, 1972 
(reappointment). 

WaLTER W. Witcox, of Maryland, to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation, vice Na- 
than M. Koffsky. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 5, 1967 


Biography of Eugene M. Becker 
Released May 6, 1967 


The President’s remarks at a ceremony honor- 
ing former Mayor Tom Miller of Austin, 
Texas (advance text). 


Released May 8, 1967 

Remarks of the President at the conference 
on Women in the War on Poverty (ad- 
vance text). 


Released May 9, 1967 

Remarks of the President at the welcoming 
ceremony for Vice President Yen of the 
Republic of China (advance text). 

The President’s toast at a luncheon honor- 
ing Vice President Yen of the Republic of 
China (advance text). 

Remarks of the President at the Democratic 
congressional dinner (advance text). 


731 
ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 
Approved May 5, 1967 
a Public Law 90-14 


An Act to permit duty-free treatment pur- 
suant to the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 
of dicyandiamide and of limestone when 
imported to be used in the manufacture of 
cement. 


Approved May 8, 1967 

Di SO ec ntinatiicmnents Public Law 90-15 
An Act to extend the authority of the Post- 
master General to enter into leases of real 
property for periods not exceeding thirty 
years, and for other purposes. 


Approved May 10, 1967 

aE Public Law 90-16 
An Act to amend the Act of June 30, 1954, 
as amended, providing for the continuance 
of civil government for the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Islands, and for other pur- 
poses. 
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